GEORGE THE THIRD
of France, Italy and Germany. His wit was charming in every
respect: it silenced his enemies without creating long-standing
bitterness. He was the ideal public servant. Torrents of abuse
could be poured upon him without ruffling his temper, and he
was urbanely impervious to the criticism of opponents.
On Horace Walpole's authority we have it that North was not
a beauty to look at.
Nothing could be more coarse, or clumsy, or ungracious, than his
outside. Two large prominent eyes that rolled about to no purpose
—for he was utterly short-sighted—a wide mouth, thick lips, and
inflated visage, gave him the air of a blind trumpeter.
Nathaniel Dance's portrait of North now in the National Portrait
Gallery suggests that Walpole's description does not depart far
from die truth.
The King was clearly attracted by North's sterling qualities.
His private life was unscathed by any indiscretion: his hatred
of Faction was as deep as the Bang's: he shared the royal views
on the interpretation of the c Glorious Revolution.' The King
was delighted at the way in which North attacked Wilkes during
the debates which culminated in the expulsion of the Member
for Middlesex from the House of Commons; and he came more
and more to use him as the agent for transmitting his own ideas
on government to the Cabinet. In the days which immediately
followed Yorke's tragic death, when it was perfectly obvious to
everyone at Court that Grafton might resign at any moment, the
King took the decision to give Grafton's place to North. He
previously discussed the matter with two of the most influential
members of the Cabinet—Weymouth and Gower; and they -
both acquiesced in the royal plan. George had a private talk
with North in the evening of January 22nd, when the offer of
the premiership was formally made; and early next morning
he confirmed the arrangement by letter.
After seeing you last night [wrote George], I saw Lord Weymouth,
who by my direction, will wait on you with Lord Gower this
morning to press you in the strongest manner to accept the office
of First Commissioner of the Treasury; my own mindtis more
and more strengthened with the tightness of the measure that
would prevent every other desertion. You must easily see that
if you do not accept I have no peer at present in my service that
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